MEDLAR-with-WESHAM TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Town Council meeting held on Tuesday, 15th September 2026
at 7.00 pm in the Committee Room, Wesham Community Centre



PRESENT:         Councillors:  Linda Nulty (Chair), E Bickerstaffe, I Nicols Hogg, A Hunter, T Rackham, P Desmond                            	               
IN ATTENDANCE:	Ruth Ross (Town Clerk), Catherine and Vicky from Waste Minimisation Team FBC

APOLOGIES ACCEPTED:    Councillors  K Moreton, A Short

COUNCILLOR Sabbatical:   Cllr Kelly Ann Moreton has advised Wesham Town Councillors that she will be taking some time off from her councillor duties due to family reasons.
Medlar with Wesham Town Council have noted & accepted her request.  
They would like to thank Kelly Ann for her time and input to Council matters to date.

CODE OF CONDUCT AND STANDING ORDERS
Members are reminded of the standard of conduct they must adhere to during Town council meetings

DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
Members are reminded that any direct or indirect pecuniary or other interests should be declared as required by the Council’s Code of Conduct for Members
Standard declarations of interest by councillors
Cllr Bickerstaffe – an interest in items relating to Wesham C of E School (Governor)
Cllr L Nulty – an interest in some issues relating to Mill Farm being a neighbour and an interest in items relating to Kirkham Food Bank (volunteer)
Cllr K Moreton - a hirer of the Community Centre for her business Eduquest
Cllrs Bickerstaffe & Hunter – members of Kirkham & Wesham Joint Club Day Committee

26/117  APPROVAL OF MINUTES of the Council Meeting held on 21st July 2026.  Approved by Cllr E Bickerstaffe  
Seconded by: Cllr I Nicols-Hogg  

26/118  MATTERS ARISING
Any item not covered by agenda or action list.   Christmas Light switch on planned - Friday 4th December at 7 pm to coincide with RSS Rotary Santa procession.

26/119 POLICING ISSUES - Website Police.uk.   Stay in the Know website.  
Nothing new to report.  

26/120  PLANNING 

25/0413 - Taylor Wimpey 250 dwellings - No further action.  Additional documents added in August.   FBC are awaiting further information to address a number of outstanding issues.  There is no currently expected timescale for a decision on this.
25/0324 - Pennine View, Weeton Road.   FBC are awaiting further information to address a number of outstanding issues.  There is no currently expected timescale for a decision on this    
26/0174 - Old Fire Station - planning permission granted - conditions have to be met.  Putting bollards on the pavement by the main door area but wide enough to allow prams, wheelchairs etc. through.  There will be double yellow lines around the area.  
26/0216 - Land South of Mowbreck Lane - Towns Hill.  FBC are awaiting additional information from the applicant’s agent to allow fuller consideration of some issues.  
PLANNING FORUM -  The next meeting is on the 13th October. 


26/121  PLAYING FIELDS AND OPEN SPACES
a)Open Spaces Contract - The Council commented on how wonderful the flowers have looked this summer around all areas of Wesham.   The budget for the Autumn/Winter planning was discussed and it was agreed that we concentrate on the two planters on the railway station railings, 2 tubs at the Community Centre, the troughs on Fleetwood Road and the white stone tubs at the Cenotaph.  All unuse troughs and tubs to be taken away.  Town Clerk to get a quote.
b)Fleetwood Playing Fields  - KJFC returned the SLA and paid the annual fee 
c)Doorstep Green, Derby Rd  - Hedges and shrubs have been cut back on Derby Road 


26/122  HIGHWAYS AND RAILWAYS
 
Peter Woods is working on putting artwork from schools at the railway station.
The path over the railway bridge is being expanded and fixed lights to be put in.
It was mentioned that the grass on the bypass had been cut and pedestrians could now walk safely on there.

26/123  GOVERNANCE, FINANCE AND INSURANCE

Income and Expenditure accounts were reviewed.  Accounts from July and August 2026 were reviewed and approved.
Town Clerk to contact Unity Bank regarding higher interest accounts for the Deposit Instant Access account   

Accident and Incident reporting - it was reported that K Wilkes our Cleaner had ripped a fingernail off in the kitchen door.  This was recorded in the Accident Book.

Council Compliance Documents deferred to October Council Meeting

Find replacement accountant following A Mcneillie announcing retirement - Town Clerk to look into this.

26/124  HUMAN RESOURCES - Town Clerk and Community Centre Manager annual review due end of October 2026 - LALC emailed NALC salary scales issued 26/08/26 to be implemented.  See copy

26/125  WESHAM COMMUNITY CENTRE - 

It was agreed by the Council to purchase a projector for use by hirers of the hall and special meetings held by the Council.  

Sum up card machines to be checked prior to further use in the bar.  

Town Clerk to contact the refuse collection team at FBC to enquire about a plastic/glass recycling red lidded bin.  

Bar bookings were approved.

26/126  FYLDE BOROUGH COUNCIL  ASSET REGISTER – no update.


26/127  MAYORAL CHAIN AND REGALIA
Past Mayor pendants and bars were ordered and due for delivery early October 2026.

The Mayoral chain needs to have remaining blank links engraved.  

26/128 ALLOTMENTS MORLAND AVE - 
A quote was received for putting in a new gate post at Morland Avenue.  We received a quote and it was agreed by the council that we should go ahead with the work.  The wasteland area bordering Douglas Avenue was discussed with a possibility of asking the allotment holders if they wanted to work it.  An allotment site visit for all councillors was arranged for Sunday 11th October at 1 pm meeting at Morland Ave Allotment first. 

26/129  ON TAP BARS DONATION - it was agreed that the donation of £270 should be given to the Firefighters charity.

26/130- PLAQUES FOR NEW BENCHES - Received a plaque for Marilyn Clayton.  To be installed on a bench.

26/131 - FYLDE BOROUGH COUNCIL MINIMISATION TEAM 
Catherine and Vicky from the Waste Minimisation Team attended the meeting in order to explain and give information on the new food waste recycling service that is going to be phased in over the next 12 months across the Fylde.  It is due to start October 2026 and the 4 phases to be completed by Summer 2027.
Residents will receive a small indoor caddy with plastic sacks to fill.  The waste can then be transferred to an outside caddy.  Instructions will be provided.  All food remains will go to Faringdon recycling centre and will be used as fertilizer.  All will be reused and recycled.   There is a need to reduce the amount of waste going to landfill

26/132 - REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY - Arrangements have been made for the road closures and the Piper.  Contact Janice Nowell for knitted poppies.  Large Event Poppies to be ordered as well as wreaths.

26/119  NEXT COUNCIL MEETING - Tuesday, 17th November at 7.30 pm



Date:  30/09/2026
Ruth Ross	    




